Nigel Morgan

Worklist, July 2010

Nigel Morgan is a composer working at the heart of
contemporary concert music in the UK. His current
work-list of some 90 compositions includes many
commissioned works in orchestral, chamber, vocal
and digital media categories.

In the 1980s as the Arts Council's Music Animateur
for the East of England he began an association with
new technologies that has become a continuous thread
in his creative output, most recently in project work for the BBC National
Orchestra of Wales and the ILIOS Festival.

His music consistently reflects innovative and original approaches to
composition often enabling performers to make a deeper contribution to
interpretation than is the norm in contemporary scores. His music
celebrates and re-invents many of the aspects of Renaissance and Baroque
music whilst integrating novel features of open-form and computer-aided
algorithmic composition.

Since 1990 he has been a co-developer of the Symbolic Composer
software for Macintosh and is part of the research team of the Future
Music Lab at Plymouth University’s Interdisciplinary Centre for
Computer Music.
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Most of the compositions described

E Tonality Systems Press here are available through Nigel

Morgan’s Tonality Systems Press

imprint. All scores are provided as free PDF files for study and

educational purposes. Tonality Systems Press runs an affordable

licensing scheme for players who wish to perform using scores

printed from digital masters. Alternatively hardcopy versions are
available. ISMN numbers pending.

Enquiries about performance and purchase should be directed to Phil
Legard at tonalitysystems@mac.com.
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Fifteen Images (Le Jardin Pluvieux) Seven Nuptial Blessings B e
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“This is music all about the qualities of the individual
moment in which chords are sonic objects to be touched
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“The music in this score unashamedly makes reference

with care and their resonance and decay significant.”

The Goethe Triangle

piano (with optional amplification and processing)
15 min

“Goethe believed that his triangle was a diagram of the
human mind and he linked each colour with certain
emotions. For example, he associated blue with
understanding and believed it evoked a quiet mood. . .”

Rising, Falling, Hovering
piano
5 min

“This is the first of a series of works that respond to new
descriptions of the core elements of music devised by
Sam Richards as reference points for his unique
ensemble compositions.”

Toccata
piano
5 min

“The idea of music that was ‘touched’ but not sustained
is something that continues to appeal to my thoughts
about how musical performance might deliver particular
kinds of musical content.”
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to bell-like chords in Igor Stravinsky's Les Noces”

Piece d’Orgue
organ
12 min

“The whole notion of the plein-jeu is a fascinating
challenge for the contemporary composer. It not only
refers to a registration but the content of the music and a
style of performance.”

Every Picture Tells a Story
harpsichord
5-6 min

“This music brings together a sequence of scenes that
take their inspiration from a personal collection of
photos, paintings, children's drawings, and imagined
images.”

An Invention for Mr. K

keyboard instrument
8 min

“Roland took a sideways step that took everybody else
by surprise; they released two digital harpsichords
which, in addition to a wide range of authentic
harpsichord sounds, produced the tones of a lute,
strings, and two pipe organs . ..”
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Interactions
piano (left hand) and optional interactive system
10 min

“With Cypher the computer listens simultaneously for
six different features of the performer's musical
execution: register, speed, dynamics,

duration, harmony, density.”

Forms in Movement
piano
10 min

“Each of these five pieces explore modes of composing
only viable with the assistance of computer
programming.”’

Slonimsky Studies (Set 1)
piano
10 min

“Slonimsky described his thesaurus as providing ‘a
comprehensive vocabulary of melodic phraseology for
modern composers and performers’. Its contents are
designed to provide ‘ample material for improvisation
and actual composition’.”

ARRAY: Compass

MIDI keyboard and interactive system
10 min

“The aim of this ARRAY is to open up new directions in
interactive performance, primarily through interaction
of the performer with the musical material itself, but
also by technological means.”
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Projects
2 pianos
7 min

“Alexander Goehr said in an interview when asked
about composing with intervals: intervals are such
colourless things. Do you agree?”

Hexagrams I-111

piano duo
15-20 min

“The description 'for piano duo' rather than "two pianos’
Sfurther suggests that additional or different instruments
(and players) may also be used alongside 2 pianos. This
might include tuned percussion, or electric keyboard
instruments able to trigger sampled or synthesized
sounds.”

Rilievo Schiacciato
four studies for Disklavier
6 min

“The title means 'flattened relief’, a finely graded low
relief where the transitions are compressed and the true
relationships of the overlapping parts are to some extent
falsified so as to suggest three dimensional effects.”

Guitar
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Dreaming Aloud
guitar
12 min

“The intention was, in the making of the work, to mimic
certain aspects of free improvisation through the
application of particular algorithmic routines.”
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http://www.nigel-morgan.co.uk/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=111
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http://www.nigel-morgan.co.uk/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=88
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http://www.nigel-morgan.co.uk/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=110
http://www.nigel-morgan.co.uk/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=66

System Studies
guitar
10 min

“Systems Studies for solo guitar grew out of exploring
some of the ‘systems’ repertoire and from a realisation
that few solo works (for any instrument) existed that
celebrated Minimalism in this distinctly purist fashion.”

Sense of Place

four seasons for solo guitar
40 min

“The core ideas of the work come from investigating
possible dialogues between known and unknown
(inside and outside).”

Four Preludes
electric guitar and computer-driven synthesisers
10 min

“It is written as a kind of upbeat to Steve Reich's
celebrated Electric Counterpoint, a work Alan Thomas
plays with a rare artistry.”

Continuum with Blues (homage a Gyorgy
Ligeti)

electric guitar and Active Notation System

10 min

“Here the notation of work becomes 'active’ by a unique
form of presentation on a laptop computer's visual
display, and with no external devices needed by the

performer to control the system.”

Nocturns
Sflute and guitar
15 min

“In the early hours the psalm tone is a single note. The
words flow into one another and the acoustics of Pugin's
chapel play tricks with the ears. Voices break into
quarter and eighth tone clusters that reform themselves
miraculously at the end of phrases.”

Beowulf Music

guitar and percussion
20 min

“The music does not 'tell the story' of Beowulf but rather
focuses on events that recur within the poem but in no
particular order: the extraordinary fight scenes, the sea
journeys; the formal dialogues between king and hero,
the death of a hero. ..”

Violin, Viola, Cello and Double Bass

Array
violin
15 min

“Array seeks to reinvent something of the baroque
instrumental suite for today. Its seven movements
provide a sequence of structural archetypes that reflect
some of the musical preoccupations of our time as well
as celebrating more traditional and perennial forms.”

Tapisserie: seven studies and chaconne
violin
15min

“Each day Bridget would work on the piece in a
different location within the villa, lending a rich
tapestry of acoustic qualities to his growing experience
of the music. . .”
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